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would unconditionally lead to war.   Do not declare war
on Russia, but await Russia's attack.62
Moltke seemed to be convinced that Russia was forcing
Europe into war, and, in order to make it clear that Russia
was the aggressor, he believed that the initiative in the
declaration of war should come, not from Austria or from
Germany, but from Russia—a point of view exactly anal-
ogous to that of Poincare, Paleologue and Jules Cambon,
who were convinced that Germany was forcing Europe into
war and that the odium of the initiative must be carefully
left to her.
In the afternoon, however, after hearing that Sazonov
had said that it was impossible to stop the Russian mobili-
zation, and that the Tsar admitted that the preparatory-
measures had been going on for five days, Moltke became
much excited and believed that the danger to Germany and
Austria was critical. He talked with Bienerth, the Aus-
trian Military Attache, who then telegraphed to Conrad:
Moltke said that he regards the situation as critical if the
Austro-Hungarian Monarchy does not mobilize immediately
against Russia. Russia's announced declaration concerning
mobilization she has ordered makes necessary counter-
measures by Austria-Hungary, and must also be cited in the
public explanation. Thereby there would arise the cams
joederis for Germany. With Italy make some honorable
agreement by promising compensations, so that Italy will
remain actively in the Triple Alliance; in fact, do not
leave a man on the Italian frontier. Decline the renewed
02 Fleischmann to-Conrad, July 30; Conrad, IV, 151 f. For Fleisch-
mann's letter to Conrad, sent July 30 and received July 31, which gave a
fuller account of Moltke's statements, see Theobald von Schafer, "General-
oberst von Moltke in den Tagen vor der Mobilmachung und seine Ein-
wirkimg auf Ocsterreich-TJngarn," in KSF, IV, 522f., Aug., 1926; this
valuable article of Schafer's {KSF, IV, 514-549) contains important hitherto
unpublished material from the Vienna War Archives, which throws new
light on the documents published by Conrad, and which was unknown
to Mr, Heinrich Kanner when he wrote Der ScMussel zur Kriegmhuldfrage
(Munich, 1927),

